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From 21st to 24th July 2019, the Diocesan Girls’ Junior 
School Choir  (DGJS Choir)  had this  ver y exciting 
opportunity to participate in the Asia Pacific Choral 
Summit, in which 59 choir members attended an 
exchange session with 廣州市番禺區星海青少
年宮星兒合唱團 .  

To g e t h e r,  t h e  t wo  c h o i r s  to o k  p a r t  i n  a n  o p e n 
rehearsal of Asia Pacific Youth Choir, workshops and 
reading sessions by various composers from Australia, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and New Zealand. The two 
choirs also watched the “Asia Pacific Youth Choir 
Concert” and the “Closing Concert cum Final of Hong 
Kong Choral Conducting Competition” as audience. 

Led by Mr. K Lau and Ms. Imamura, the DGJS choir performed in the “Be Our Guests” Opening Concert and “Choral Showcase” Concert at the Hong Kong 
Cultural Centre. In addition to these formal performances, the choir also held a 30-minute recital in the Promenade Concert at the Piazza of the Hong 
Kong Cultural Centre.   

The choir clinched the Award of the Most Dynamic Performance, as well as the most prestigious award of the Asia Pacific Choral Summit, the 
Audience Award.  Our student pianist Katie Cheung of primary 6B was honoured to receive the Outstanding Pianist Award.

A few words from girls who participated in the event…

“Not only did we gain valuable stage experience 
from performing in three concerts in front of large 
audiences, we also participated in music workshops led 
by various highly respected choral conductors in which 
we acquired different singing skills like breathing 
techniques. We also had a music exchange session 
with a children's choir in Panyu, China. In the session, 
we learned to sing a harmonious song together. This 
unforgettable experience has given me not only new 
knowledge on the art of singing in a choir, but also 
many fond memories and priceless friendships that I 
will never forget.”

Valerie Choi

“Out of the seven songs we learnt, these two were my favourite. In ‘The Dream of 
the Plastic Bag’, excitement rose with the burst of a balloon and the rustling of 
our plastic bags. Meanwhile, the actions and the jazzy music made me feel as hot 
as the song’s name ‘Too Hot to Samba’, along with the beat that the percussionists 
provided.”

Christabel Yu

“The Asia Pacif ic  Choral  Summit (APCS) was such a fun and fascinating 
experience! I was taught a lot of singing techniques and made a lot of friends 
during the programme. We built a strong bond with some choir members who 
are now studying Secondary 1, and we exchanged our phone numbers to keep in 
touch with them.” 

Azaria Kuk
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Ripples of excitement fluttered through the School Hall on 4th September 2019 as students watched their teachers act as space captains introducing the 
world of Project T, a project-based cross-curriculum thinking development programme held every Thursday after lunch. To their surprise, they found 
themselves on a mission with fellow “agents” to save planet earth and preserve the 7 core values of the “Jordan Delta”, namely uniqueness, respect, 
generosity, zest, compassion, gratitude and joy. 

The letter “T” in Project T also stands for “Thinking” and 
“Transformation”.

The aim of the first stage of Project T is to allow students to bond with their class 
and class teachers through inclusive discussions while growing their intellect though 
exercising specific thinking strategies. Having had that gentle push to demonstrate, chart, 
and challenge each other’s thinking, students eagerly examined ideas on individuality, 
community and boundaries, and took the driver’s seat in discussions and project planning.

The first two Project T sessions on “uniqueness” was a celebration of diversity and 
individuality. Our Primary 1 to 6 “agents” discussed what made them unique and openly 
appreciated other’s characteristics. The discussion culminated in an all-about-me artwork 
project displaying their personality, strengths, weaknesses, hobbies and life mottos. These 
art pieces were put together to form the class’ board display. Each board, with its unique 
flavor, spoke of the colourful personalities that made them.

Teachers put on their new identity as Captains 
as the school decodes a secret message about the 
“Jordan Delta”

Discussing how we can better utilise the facilities 
in school and solve problems that may arise. 

Learning about uniqueness and respect: each group comes 
up with their own definition of the word "community" and 
votes for the best one in the class.

Putting into practice one of our core values - gratitude - and sharing it with our peers.

Project T 
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The Class Emblem
Reflection plays an impor tant aspect in project learning. After 
several sessions, the agents were given time to complete written 
reflections on what they had learnt and enjoyed during the Thursday 
blocks. To encourage parent’s involvement, students brought their 
reflection sheets home so parents could read through them and leave 
encouraging feedback. By completing the reflection sheet, it is hoped 
that parents could have a better grasp of  their children’s thinking and 
create meaningful conversations with the girls. 

Primary 1

Primary 2

Primary 5

“Come join us and our English teacher for a shopping mission to 
get supplies for different parties and trips!”

“Our Math teacher just taught us about time. Do you like our 
handmade wristwatches?”

“We are creating wire mazes to apply what we’ve learnt in GS1 
lessons about electrical circuits.”

The second project that the agents completed alongside their classmates was the class emblem. When completing this task, the agents not only had to exercise their 
communication skills in presenting their ideas to others, but also learnt to respect each other’s opinions and differences in a community setting. With time, students 
showed greater confidence in expressing their views and agility in negotiation.

Noticing each other’s unique faces through a blindfold game

As our “agents” continue to embark on their year-long quest, here’s a sneak peek 
into what different “headquarters” enjoyed in the Mission Trial that commenced 
in late October. 

Unleashing their creativity in 
their personalised profiles
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Assembly Series on Friendship

Ms Jan Latta, author of the popular True to Life Books and a renowned wildlife photographer, has kindly come to 
DGJS to share her experience with us on 21st October. 

To create the books, Jan went to Africa, India, Uganda, China, Borneo and Costa Rica, living in tents and 
hiring local guides, in order to take photographs of the wild animals and to write about them in their 
natural habitats. 

The girls l istened with rapt attention as Jan 
shared with us her inspiration for writing each 
and every book and her encounter with endangered 
animals in different parts of the world, for example the 
lion which entered her tent in Africa and her magical moment 
with the two cheetahs, which approached her and allowed her to stroke their necks to feel 
the vibration in their throats as they purred. 

She also showed us interesting videos of her interacting with the elephants and the 
orangutan, and explained to us how the intimate snapshots were taken. In the end, the girls 
all understood the importance of protecting and conserving endangered animals. 

At DGJS, we believe that the building of good moral character and taking care of 
the emotional wellbeing of our students are of utmost importance in bringing out 
the compassion and confidence in our students. Our school counselor, Mrs Williams, 
has designed and is implementing a series of talks and activities for our students at 
morning assemblies to learn and reflect throughout the school year. 

To kick off the start of the new school year, students participated in many reflective 
activities under the theme of of friendship. Mrs Williams shared with the students 
some skills and tips on making friends such as greeting 
each other, finding common interests and respecting 
personal  boundaries.  She also explored the 

topic of bullying, sharing with the students some strategies to better deal with bullies as a victim or a 
bystander, to encourage a bully-free learning environment in our school.  In order to actively promote these 
meaningful messages to the whole school, both teachers and students from different grade levels were 
invited up on stage to role play and share their personal experiences. 

Ultimately, it is the school’s hope to build a strong culture of love and respect within our beloved school 
walls.

8


